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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Newport 

Isle  of  Wight 

Tel.  no.  Newport  4031 


Mr  Chairman  and  Councillors 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the 
year  1972. 

There  were  234  births  compared  with  265  in  the  previous  year.  The  comparative 
birth  rate  (14. 2)  was,  however,  only  marginally  below  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  (14.  8).  Both  of  these  rates  were  lower  than  usual  and  perhaps  this  can  be 
attributed  to  population  control  through  improved  family  planning  services. 

Nevertheless,  just  over  nine  per  cent  of  births  recorded  in  the  Cowes  Urban  District 
were  illegitimate  and  this  rate  was  no  lower  than  the  previous  two  years.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  (4.  3)  was  well  below  that  for  England  and  Wales  (17. 2)  and  although 
the  rate  for  one  year  is  not  significant,  this  satisfactory  figure  is  worthy  of  note,  as 
it  helps  to  confirm  the  contention  made  in  my  last  report  that  the  infant  mortality  rate 
for  Cowes  is  usually  below  the  national  level. 

The  comparative  death  rate  (10.4)  was  also  reasonably  low  compared  with  the  rest  of 
the  country  (12. 1).  Deaths  from  cancer,  coronary  artery  disease  and  stroke  once 
again  predominated,  but  there  was  no  significant  increase  from  these  causes.  There 
was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  and  three  from  influenza  but  no  other  deaths 
attributable  to  infectious  diseases. 

Pollution  of  the  Solent  and  the  Medina  from  untreated  sewage  again  caused  concern 
and  a few  complaints  were  made  both  by  residents  and  visitors.  Nobody  would  disagree, 
that  on  aesthetic  grounds,  the  fouling  of  our  coastal  waters  is  rather  objectionable  but, 
in  spite  of  this,  I am  still  satisfied  that  our  present  methods  of  disposal,  if  in  working 
order,  are  not  a danger  to  health.  No  evidence  has  been  forthcoming  to  suggest  that 
sewage  in  the  sea  is  in  any  way  related  to  outbreaks  of  gastro-enteritis,  which  seems  to 
be  no  more  common  here  than  elsewhere.  Nevertheless  I welcome  the  council's  plans 
for  an  improved  sewage  scheme  which  will,  in  the  first  instance,  result  in  disposal 
further  out  to  sea  and  may  ultimately  include  a full  treatment  works  resulting  in  a more 
acceptable  form  of  effluent.  This  will,  however,  be  a costly  process  and  the  future 
council  concerned  will  have  the  rather  difficult  task  of  deciding  the  priority  to  be  given 
to  full  treatment,  in  view  of  the  many  other  needs  of  the  community,  not  the  least  of 
which  will  be  the  provision  of  more  council  house  accommodation. 


The  health  committee  has  again  devoted  much  of  its  time  to  the  matter  of  improvement 
grants.  The  inspection  of  applicants'  premises  and  the  preparation  of  reports  has  been 
a time-consuming  task  for  Mr  Sullivan,  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  but  the 
effort  has  been  justified  by  the  results  and  many  residents  of  the  district  are  benefiting 
therefrom . 

This  is  the  last  year  in  the  life  of  this  council  and  therefore  this  is  the  last  Annual 
Report  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  amalgamation  with  nei^bouring  districts 
of  Newport  and  Ryde  can,  as  far  as  Public  Health  is  concerned,  be  looked  forward  to 
with  optimism,  as  both  these  districts  have,  like  Cowes,  endeavoured  to  maintain 
above-average  standards  of  public  health. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  pay  special  tribute  to  Mr  Sullivan  and  his  staff  for  their 
continued  conscientious  and  efficient  service  during  the  year.  I also  respectfully 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and  encouragement  given  by  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Yours  faithfully 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


2. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

D.  W.  QUANTRILL,  MB,  Ch.B,  MRCS,  UlCP,  DPH,  DTM  & H, 

D.  Obst.  RCOG, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

D.  J.  SULLIVAN,  MAPHI.,  MRSH. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

E.  H.  EVANS,  MAPHI,  MRSH,  (to  27.  8.  72) 

D.  S.  LEGO,  MAPHI,  MRSH,  (from  14.8.72) 

Clerk: 

Miss  J.  A.  SQUIBB 
Rodent  Operative: 

C.  A.  F.  MORRIS 


3. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estinaate) 

19,140 

Area  (in  acres) 

5,542 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1972)  as  per  rate  books 

7,115 

Rateable  Value,  as  at  April  1st,  1972 

739,855 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1971  ~ 1972) 

7,180 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

nVE  BIRTHS: 

Cowes 

England  & 

M- 

F 

UDC 

Wales 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  103 

109 

212 

No.  of  live  illegitmate  births  11 

11 

22 

Rate  per  1,  000  population  (crude) 

12.2 

14.8 

Comparative  factor 

1.16 

1.  0 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

14.2 

14.8 

Illegtimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births 

9.4 

8.6 

STILLBIRTHS 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  1 

1 

2 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 

- 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,  000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

8.5 

12.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  115 

121 

236 

DEATHS 

Total  number  of  deaths  127 

121 

248 

Crude  death  rate  per  1 , 000.  of 

estimated  resident  population 

12.9 

12. 1 

Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

0.80 

1.0 

Comparative  Death  Rate 

10.4 

12. 1 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Legitimate  infants  under  1 year  1 

1 

Illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 

Nil 

Legitimate  infants  under  4 weeks 

- 

Nil 

Illegitimate  infants  under  4 weeks 

- 

Nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 


Cowes 

UDC 


England  & 
Wales 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,  000  total  live  births 

4.3 

17.2 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,  000  legitimate 

live  births 

4.  7 

17.  0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,  000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Nil 

21.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

p>er  1,  000  total  live  births) 

Nil 

11.5 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,  000  total  live  births) 

Nil 

10.0 

Peri -natal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,  000  total  live 

and  stillbirths) 

8.5 

21.  7 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

1 

" " intestine 

2 

3 

" " lung,  bronchus 

12 

3 

” " breast 

- 

4 

" " prostate 

1 

- 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

3 

10 

Benign  neoplasms 

1 

2 

Diabetes  mellitus 

- 

2 

Mental  disorders 

1 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  disease 

7 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

33 

27 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

12 

15 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

13 

30 

Other  .diseases  of  circulatory  system 

6 

1 

Influenza 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

7 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

13 

- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

- 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

- 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

- 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

5 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  F*rostate 

1 

- 

Other  diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

- 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

- 

Symptoms  and  ill -defined  conditions! 

- 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

1 

All  other  accidents 

- 

1 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

- 

1 

TOTAL:  All  causes 

127 

121 

5. 


> 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


received  during  the  year  1972 


Ages 

Measles 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Under  1 year 

1 

•• 

1 and  under  2 years 

4 

- 

- 

2 " " 3 " 

3 

- 

- 

3 " " 4 " 

2 

- 

- 

4 ft  "5  ” 

5 

- 

- 

5 " " 10  " 

6 

- 

- 

10  ” ” 15  " 

- 

1 

- 

15  " " 25  " 

1 

- 

- 

25  " ” 35  " 

1 

- 

-• 

35  ” " 45  ” 

- 

1 

- 

45  " " 55  ’’ 

- 

- 

- 

55  " " 65  " 

- 

- 

1 

65  years  and  over 

Age  unknown 

1 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

24 

2 

1 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

The  Public  Health  Department  continued  its  work  of  the  administration  and 
enforcement  of  the  varied  legislation  relating  to  Environmental  Health. 

There  was  one  change  in  the  staff  of  the  department  during  the  year; 

Mr.  E.  H.  Evans  retired  at  the  end  of  August  and  Mr  D.  S.  Legg  was  appointed 
to  replace  him. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  seven  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the 
public  on  a wide  range  of  problems. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (first  inspection)  933 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (Re -inspection)  836 

Other  inspections  (first  inspection)  762 

Other  inspections  (re -inspections)  554 

Ineffectual  visits  238 


TOTAL  3323 


6. 


NOTICES  SERVED 


Informal 


Formal 


Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  Acts 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  regulations  made 
thereunder 
Factories  Act,  1961 
Clean  Air  Acts 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 
Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Notices  complied  with 

DETAILS  AND  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS: 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


76 

1 

41 

1 

25 

2 

5 

3 

78 


1 

' 1 


1 


Premises  inspected  for  nuisances  582 

Verminous  premises  8 

Other  insects  19 

Ponds,  ditches  and  watercourses  3 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  caravans  30 

Animals,  pigs,  poultry  3 

Dustbins  8 

Accumulations  of  refuse  31 

Drainage  tested  and  inspected  426 

Yards,  passages,  car  parks  5 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Enquiries  and  collections  5 

Food  Poisoning  - - 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


Cafes  and  Restaurants 

Butchers  shops 

Fish  shops 

Fried  fish  shops 

Greengrocers 

Grocers 

Bakehouses 

Licensed  premises 

Wholesale  meat  premises 

Ice-cream  shops,  premises  and 

Cooked  meat  shops 

Other  food  premises 

Unsound  food 


134 

110 

1 

6 

8 

109 

10 

47 

111 

vehicles  65 

5 

5 

120 


7. 


SAMPLING 


Ice-cream  sampling  55 

Water  sampling  17 

Milk  sampling 

HOUSING  ACTS 

1964  - Section  19  Inspections 

1957  - Section  9 Inspections  7 

1957  - Section  16  Inspections  10 

Overcrowding 

Inspections  re  Clearance  Areas 
FACTORIES  ACT 

Inspections  and  enquiries  (Mechanical  power)  13 

Inspections  and  enquiries  (Non -mechanical  power)  1 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Observations  and  visits  3 

SHOPS  ACT 

Inspections  and  enquiries  8 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 

Visits  to  Council  houses  247 

Housing  applicants  95 

Housing  enquiries  155 

Conditions  of  tenancy  12 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Holiday  camps,  etc  11 

F^iblic  Conveniences  2 

Rodent  control 

Visits  to  owners  or  builders  221 

Bathing  Establishments  9 

Searches  (Land  Registry) 

Ineffectual  visits  221 

Improvement  grants  338 

Pet  Animals  Act 

Food  complaints  9 

Fairs  4 

Rent  Act  1 

Heating  Appliances  Regulations 

Magistrates  Court  1 


8 


MISCELLANEOUS  (cont.  ) 


Hairdressers  premises 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

Oil  Burners  (Standards)  Act 

Schools 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 


160 


31 

2 


4 


1 


TOTAL 


3316 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Isle  of  Wight  River  and  Water  Authority  are  the  body  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  water  supplies  throughout  the  Island. 

The  supply  is  mainly  from  Carisbrooke  except  for  the* lower  part  of  West  Cowes 
which  is  supplied  from  the  deep  well  at  Broadfields  Pumping  Station. 

Analysis  reveals  no  evidence  of  plumbo -solvent  action.  There  is  a natural 
fluoride  content  of  less  than  0. 1 ppm. 

There  are  7,115  dwellings  in  the  area  with  an  estimated  population  of  1911^ 
all  of  which  are  supplied  from  the  mains. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  regularly  by  the  staff  of  the 
Water  Authority  and  results  sent  to  the  Phiblic  Health  Department.  Where  considered 
necessary  check  samples  are  arranged  or  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
Results  of  the  25  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  all  proved  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


Sewerage 


The  matter  of  the  proposed  outfall  at  Gurnard  Marsh  and  the  associated 
reconstruction  of  the  sewerage  system  of  the  district  is  still  under  consideration.  In 
the  meantime  no  further  development  is  allowed  in  the  Northwood  area  on  account  of  the 
overloading  of  the  sewer  serving  that  area. 


Drainage 


Some  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  visits  were  made  in  connections  with  the 
examinations,  testing  and  supervision  of  repairs  and  renewals  of  existing  drainage. 
Forty  stoppages,  affecting  some  115  premises,  were  satisfactorily  cleared. 


9. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department.  All  areas  within  the  district 
receive  at  least  a once-weekly  collection  of  refuse,  and  a trade  refuse  collection  is  also 
provided  on  a charge  basis.  A daily  collection  of  trade  refuse  is  provided  to  premises 
in  Bath  Road,  High  Street  and  Birmingham  Road.  This  is  of  beneht  to  tradespeople  in 
the  town  centre,  particularly  in  the  holiday  months. 

DISPOSAL  OF  POISONOUS  WASTES  ACT,  1972 

This  year  has  seen  the  introduction  of  new  legislation  to  deal  with  the  problem  of 
careless  disposal  of  toxic  wastes  (other  than  radio  active  materials  - which  are  already 
strictly  controlled).  It  is  now  necessary  for  firms  having  certain  types  of  waste  for 
disposal  to  notify  the  local  authorities  concerned  with  regard  to  removal  and  eventual 
disposal.  Only  one  firm  in  Cowes  is  affected  at  the  moment.  The  toxic  waste  produced 
by  them  is  disposed  of  by  a specialist  contractor  on  the  mainland. 

The  penalties  for  contravention  of  the  Act  with  regard  to  unauthorised  tipping  of 
toxic  material  are  severe  and  can  involve  unlimited  fines  and  imprisonment. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Five  hundred  and  forty -nine  complaints  of  infestation  by  rodents  were  made  to  the 
department  during  the  year  and  the  following  treatments  were  carried  out:- 


Fhrivate 

Houses 

Business 
premises 
C*  N/C* 

Initial  Visits 

Rats 

318 

122 

66 

Mice 

92 

47 

12 

Totals 

410 

169 

78 

Re-Visits: 

Rats 

784 

341 

41 

Mice 

322 

144 

1 

Totals 

1219 

^85 

42 

Grand  Totals 

1629 

654 

120 

C*  - Contract. 

N/C*  - Non- 

Contract.  D. 

Council 

Owned 

Agricul- 

tural 

Sewer 

Hospitals 

and 

Schools 

premises 

premises 

Treat- 

CH OP* 

C*  N/C* 

ments 

49 

60 

11 

31 

12 

13 

4 

- 

- 

5 

62 

64 

11 

31 

17 

111 

223 

45 

16 

25 

48 

8 

- 

- 

10 

159 

237 

45 

16 

35 

221 

301 

56 

47 

52 

. - Dwelling  Houses.  O.  P.  * - Other  Premise 


Seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  minor  rat  infestations  and  176  minor  mice  infestations 
were  dealt  with. 


After  treatment  the  bodies  of  328  rats  and  131  mice  were  recovered  and  destroyed.  No 
evidence  of  warfarin  immunity  was  apparent. 


10. 


VERMIN  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 


No  charge  is  made  by  this  authority  for  general  disinfestation  services. 

Cockroaches,  beetles,  woodlice,  silverfish,  ants,  etc. , were  dealt  with  in 
43  cases.  There  was  a considerable  drop  in  the  number  of  wasps  nests  and  only  62 
were  destroyed  in  the  year  under  review  (276  in  1971). 

HOUSING 


An  abstract  from  the  statement  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
in  the  form  of  quarterly  returns  is  summarised  below 

1.  Houses  demolished  or  closed 

Demolished  or  closed  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

Closed  1 

Demolished  Nil 

2.  Repairs 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses 
in  which  defects  were  remedied  during 
the  year  as  a result  of  informal  action 
under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts:-  147 

3.  Public  Health  Acts  - Formal  Action 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default 

of  Owners  Nil 

4.  Housing  Acts.  Formal  Action 

(a)  By  owners  * 1 

(b)  By  Local  authority  in  default 

of  Owners  Nil 

It  has  only  been  possible  to  instigate  slum  clearance  action  in  the  one  case  as 
pressure  on  housing  accommodation  is  acute,  both  in  the  private  and  public  sector. 
Inspections  were  started  on  the  ’Jwooden  houses"  in  St.  Andrews  Street  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  these  dwellings  were  in  fact  represented  as  being  unfit  during  the  early 
part  of  1973. 


11. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


A total  of  388  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  Improvement  and  Standard  grants. 
A considerable  number  of  enquiries  were  again  received  this  year. 


Formal  applications  for  improvement  grants:  52 

Formal  applications  for  improvement  grants  approved:  47 

Total  approved  expense:  £69,795 

Total  grant  payable:  £29,894 

Increased  Standard  Grants  approved:  1 

Standard  Grants  approved  43 


The  facilities  provided  during  the  year  with  the  aid  of  standard  grants  were  as 
follows:- 


Fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a bathroom  28 

Fixed  bath  or  shower  elsewhere  in  the 

dwelling  Nil 

Wash  hand  basin  29 

Sink  26 

Hot  and  cold  water  supply  to:- 

1.  Fixed  bath  or  shower  35 

2.  Wash  hand  basin  11 

3.  Sinks  28 

Water  closets  within  the  dwelling  28 

Water  closets  accessible  from  the 

dwelling  1 

The  following  payments  were  made  during  the  year;- 

Improvement  Grants  paid:  28  Total  Cost:  £14,117.00p 

Standard  Grants  paid  38  Total  Cost:  £ 5,114.  39p 


Toward  the  end  of  the  year  the  Department  of  the  Environment  mounted  an  improvement 
Campaign  on  the  Island.  This  was  a joint  venture  with  all  the  Island  local  authorities.  Show 
houses  were  operated  at  Shanklin  and  Newport  and  an  exhibition  mounted  at  Ryde  and 
Shanklin.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  date  to  assess  the  effect  of  the  campaign. 

The  shortage  of  builders  continues  and  it  is  sometimes  many  months  from  the  date 
of  the  original  enquiry  before  a formal  application  is  made.  This  is  not  just  a local 
problem  but  is  on  a national  scale. 

Although  improvement  of  our  older  housing  is  proceeding  steadily  it  is  true  to  say 
that  there  is  a hard  core  of  tenanted  property  where  progress  is  very  slow,  and  again  this 
is  a national  problem.  Of  the  Improvement  Grants  approved  in  the  last  year  only  4 were 
in  respect  of  tenanted  property.  By  far  the  largest  group  improved  were  houses  in  owner 
occupation. 


12. 


HOUSING  FINANCE  ACT.  1972 


This  Act  came  into  operation  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  under  review.  The 
Act  has  introduced  a 'fair  rent'  system  in  local  authority  dwellings  and  has  established 
a rent  subsidy  for  tenants  both  in  the  public  and  private  sectors.  The  scheme  of  conversion 
of  controlled  tenancies  to  regulated  tenancies  has  been  altered  and  the  procedure  relating 
to  Qualification  Certificates  simplified.  Under  the  Act  unless  a dwelling  concerned  has 
been  notified  as  unfit  a controlled  tenancy  will  be  converted  to  a regulated  tenancy  on 
prescribed  dates,  depending  on  rateable  value  as  at  31st  March,  1972,  with  all  tenancies 
being  converted  by  1st  July,  1975.  It  is  quite  probable  that  the  number  of  Qualification 
Certificates  issued  will  decrease  steadily  as  a result. 

QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

Nine  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were  received  during  the  year,  one 
application  was  withdrawn.  Five  certificates  of  provisional  approvals  were  issued  and 
one  Qualification  Certificate. 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 


The  administration  of  Council  houses  is  divided  among  the  various  departments  of  the 
local  authority. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  three  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  housing  management 
matters. 

Eighteen  new  units  of  accommodation  were  provided  by  the  local  authority  during  the 
year.  These  were  the  18  one  bedroom  flats  at  Trafalgar  Court,  Terminus  Road. 

There  has  been  an  overall  increase  in  the  number  of  new  dwellings  provided  by  both 
the  private  and  public  sectors  over  last  years  figures  (144). 


Local  Authority 

18 

Housing  Associations 

Nil 

Private  Enterprise 

152 

TOTAL: 

170 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  this  district. 


13. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


The  number  of  premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1970  is  listed  below,  grouped  as  to  type  of  trade.  All  the  premises,  with  the  exception 
of  Confectionary  (sweets)  shops  are  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulations  18  and  21. 


Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kiosks,  Canteens  24 

Butchers  shops  15 

Fishmongers,  poulterers  and  fried  fish 
shops  5 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  12 

Grocers  56 

Bakehouses,  bakers  and  Confectioners  7 

Cooked  meat  shops  1 

Licensed  premises  (full  licences)  25 

Meat  storage  depots  4 

Hotels  and  clubs  13 

Confectioners  (sweets)  22 


Seven  hundred  and  thirty  one  inspections  and  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  of 
all  types.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  recommend  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings 
in  any  case  of  contravention,  all  matters  were  dealt  with  upon  an  informal  basis. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

There  are  64  registered  milk  dealers  and  5 dairies  in  the  district. 

Brucella  Abortus 

1.  Number  of  samples  of  raw  nnilk  examined:  45 

2.  Number  of  positive  samples  found:  Nil 

(N.  B.  Ministry  require  information  regarding  action  taken  in  respect  of  positive 
samples). 

ICE-CREAM 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  registered  prmises,  the  figure  still 
stands  at  129.  Much  of  the  ice-cream  sold  is  pre-wrapped  although  there  is  a good 
summer  trade  for  loose  ice-cream  in  various  forms  and  an  increasing  trend  towards 
the  sale  of  soft  ice-cream. 

Forty -four  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  analysis  by  the  Vnethylene  blue' 
test.  Results  are  as  follows  :- 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


29  samples 
11  samples 
4 samples 
- samples 


14. 


The  above  type  of  exainination  is  only  a measure  of  the  keeping  quality  and  where 
results  of  below  grade  II  are  obtained  it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  ice  cream  is 
in  anyway  unfit  or  dangerous.  Any  consistently  poor  results  from  one  retailer  would 
of  course  require  investigation.  This  was  not  found  necessary  in  any  case. 

FOOD  POISONING 


There  were  no  reported  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  year  under  review. 
FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


Seven  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  in  one  case  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  department  by  the  vendor! 

Five  cases  involved  foreign  matter  of  various  kinds  and  one  case  involved  mould 
growth.  In  all  cases  circumstances  were  such  that  it  was  not  considered  practical 
to  recommend  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings. 

One  complaint,  concerning  an  insect  in  an  unsliced  loaf,  was  found  to  be  unjustified. 
POULTRY  INSPECTION 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  as  such  in  the  district,  although 
one  farmer  breeds  turkeys  for  the  Christmas  trade  to  supply  to  his  own  retail  shops 
on  the  Island. 

UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  following  amounts  of  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year,  being 
either  unfit  or  unmerchandisable  quality. 


Meat  and  edible  offal 
Frozen  foods 
Butter,  cheese  and  fats 
Canned  and  dry  goods,  fish, 
vegetables  and  fruit 


647  lbs. 
736  lbs. 
497  lbs. 

434  lbs. 


TOTAL:  ’ 2314  lbs. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 


There  are  no  swimming  pools  in  the  district  open  to  the  general  public.  Swimming 
pools  at  two  holiday  camps  and  at  two  schools  in  the  district  were  operated  during  the 
summer  months.  Several  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  the  pools  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  Samples  taken  from  the  paddling  pool  on  East  Cowes  Esplanade  were 
also  satisfactory. 


15. 


CARAVAN  SITES 


There  are  now  six  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  area,  three  in  East  Cowes  and  three 
in  West  Cowes.  The  permitted  number  of  caravans  on  these  sites  is  154.  One  site 
in  West  Cowes  has  closed  and  a new  site  for  residential  caravans  is  in  the  process  of 
construction  at  East  Cowes.  There  have  been  no  major  problems  with  the  sites.  The 
three  sites  at  East  Cowes  are  under  new  ownership  and  notable  improvements  have  been 
made. 

CLEAN  AIR 


Generally  speaking  Cowes,  by  virtue  of  its  size  and  demography  has  very  few  clean 
air  problems. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

There  were  a number  of  complaints  from  residents  in  West  Cowes  concerning  noise 
from  sheet  pile  driving  taking  place  in  the  construction  of  the  new  marina  at  East  Cowes 
early  in  the  year.  No  complaints  were  received  from  any  East  Cowes  residents.  Sheet 
pile  driving  is  unfortunately  one  of  those  processes  which  is  recognised  as  being  noisy 
and  no  satisfactory  means  of  reducing  the  noise  has  yet  been  found,  although  much  research 
is  in  progress.  The  contractors  did  however  confine  the  pile  driving  to  reasonable 
working  hours. 

The  same  project  was  the  subject  of  complaints  from  West  Cowes  residents  later 
in  the  year  about  dredging  works  during  the  night  hours.  This  dredging  work  had  of 
necessity  to  be  carried  out  tidally,  and  there  were  ^consequently  some  weeks  when 
dredging  occured  during  the  small  hours.  This  again  is  a process  which  cannot  be 
carried  out  without  some  degree  of  noise  but  not  to  the  same  level  as  the  pile  driving. 

The  puzzling  thing  in  both  cases  was  the  absence  of  complaints  from  East  Cowes, 
where  the  residents  were  closer  to  the  noise  source  and  subject  therefore  to  a higher 
noise  level.  This  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  residents  of  East  Cowes  were 
pleased  to  see  the  development  occurring  there  and  were  prepared  to  accept  a certain 
amount  of  disturbance  for  a limited  period  in  consequence. 

Some  complaints  arise  from  time  to  time  concerning  night  working  at  a West  Cowes 
factory.  The  management  of  the  firm  are  very  concerned  about  noise  problems  and 
consult  the  Council  before  any  new  projects  are  put  in  hand  and  have  also  given  prior 
notification  of  any  rushed  orders  where  night  working  may  be  expected.  In  short  the 
management  are  doing  everything  possible  to  avoid  giving  rise  to  noise  nuisance. 

SHOPS  ACT 

No  changes  of  note  have  taken  place,  there  has  been  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of 
shops  and  there  are  now  300  shops  in  the  district. 

Eight  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  Copies  of  the  relevant  Orders  in  force 
in  the  district  were  distributed  gratis  as  and  when  necessary.  On  no  occasion  was  it 
found  necessary  to  serve  notice  for  any  contraventions  of  the  Act. 


16. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  1972  was  211,  an  increase 
of  3 from  1971. 

General  inspections  were  made  in  81  cases,  and  a total  number  of  160  visits  of  all 
kinds  made. 

There  was  only  one  accident  reported  during  the  year  involving  one  person.  No 
machinery  was  involved  and  injuries  were  of  a minor  nature. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  instituted  during  the  year,  any  contraventions  were 
dealt  with  upon  an  informal  basis. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Employment  and  Productivity 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

No.  of 

registered 

premises 

at  end  of 
year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general  inspect- 
ion during  the  year 

No.  of 

persons 

employed 

Office 

1 

51 

22 

204 

Retail  Shops 

1 

123 

50 

503 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

5 

3 

19 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens  1 

28 

6 

131 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

4 

- 

37 

Totals : 

3 

211 

81 

894 

Total  number  of  visits  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises 

Males:  361 

under  the  Act  - 160  Females:  635 


Twenty-five  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  12  have  been  complied  with. 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Local  Authorities  or  'District  Councils’  as  they  are  termed  under  the  above  Act,  are 
responsible  for  administering  the  provisions  relating  to: 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories ; 

Cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature  and  ventilation  in  factories  where 
mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

Outwork  - Conditions  of  premises  in  relation  to  health  of  outworkers. 


17. 


A summary  of  details  of  premises,  inspections,  etc.  , follows  in  a form  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Employment  and  Productivity. 

In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  prosecution. 

Part  I of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  mads  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities 

3 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

64 

13 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers'  premises) 

2 

_ 

Total 

69 

14 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two, 
three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
'cases'). 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found 

Referred  by 

H.M.  Inspector 

Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 

- - 

Inadequate  ventilation  (s4) 

- - 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- - 

— 

Other  Sections  of  the  Act 

- - 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

Total 

- - 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork  (Section  133  and  134)  i 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list  as  required  by  Sections  110  (1)  (c)  (2) 


Lampshades  34 

Postiche  maker  1 

Cosmetics  1 

Wearing  Apparel  1 
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